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Latin Prose Composition

● “dead language”
● “useless”
● “elitist”
● too difficult for today’s students
● pedagogically unsound or ineffective
● no audience
● etc...

The “argument” against...



Latin Prose Composition

“We have no native speakers, no living context, no easy standard 
spoken or written version from which to teach this particular skill. …In 
fact, we have been teaching our students to write a fake, Greek or 
Latin, dredged up from the swamp of the memories of our own 
professors and their professors before them.”

—R.J. Ball & J.D. Ellsworth
“Against Teaching Composition in Classical Languages” (1989)

The “argument” against...



Latin Prose Composition

from Ramsey’s Latin Prose Compostion, vol. 2. (1903)

Example: Shakespeare into Latin



Latin Prose Composition

Recent tweets with #loqlat

Twitter and the new “living context”



Ancient How-To Lit

● Gnomai of the Seven Sages (e.g. Γνῶθι σεαυτόν.)
● Monosticha of Menander
● Sententiae, e.g. from Publilius Syrus or Seneca Minor
● Apothegmata of the Desert Fathers
● The Ten Commandments
● Disticha Catonis

Sententiae, apothegmata, etc.



Ancient How-To Lit

from W.J. Chase’s The Distichs of Cato (1922)

Disticha Catonis



Oblique Strategies

http://www.revelinnewyork.com/sites/default/files/photo1big.jpg

Brian Eno and Peter Schmidt



Oblique Strategies

from http://www.brainpickings.org/2014/01/22/brian-eno-visual-music-oblique-strategies/

Original Cards



Oblique Strategies

New edition of the Oblique Strategies published in 2013

Published Deck



Oblique Strategies

“The function of the Oblique Strategies was, initially, to serve as a 
series of prompts which said:

‘Don’t forget that you could adopt this attitude,’
or

‘Don't forget you could adopt that attitude.’”
—Brian Eno, KPFA interview 1980

http://www.rtqe.net/ObliqueStrategies/OSintro.html

“The function”



Oblique Strategies

from Rykodisc reissue of “Heroes”, Low, and Lodger.

Bowie’s “Berlin” albums



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Brevitas



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Brevitas



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas
● Obscuritas

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Obscuritas



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Obscuritas



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas
● Obscuritas

“Brevis esse laboro, obscurus fio.”—Horace, Ars Poetica 25-26

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas
● Obscuritas
● Latinitas (ad fontes)

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Latinitas ad fontes



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Latinitas ad fontes

Consilia Obliqua: Ne rumpas pacem.

Aeneid 12.202: Nulla dies pacem hanc Italis nec 
foedera rumpet.



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Latinitas ad fontes



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas
● Obscuritas
● Latinitas (ad fontes)
● “Luditas”

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

“Luditas”



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

“Luditas”



Consilia Obliqua

● Brevitas
● Obscuritas
● Latinitas (ad fontes)
● “Luditas”
● Novitas

Working Plan



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Novitas



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Novitas



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Novitas



Consilia Obliqua

http://bit.ly/consilia-obliqua

Novitas



Consilia Obliqua

Product of translation
≠

Purpose of translation

Why?



Consilia Obliqua

Creating our own
living context—

using Latin as a catalyst
for the production of more Latin.

Why?



Consilia Obliqua
An experiment

Proposal—
We try to use the Consilia Obliqua to transform a 
terribly boring Latin sentence into a strange and 
wonderful (and by necessity, very brief) story.



Consilia Obliqua
An experiment

FILIA AGRICOLAE AMAT COLUMBAS.



Consilia Obliqua

from E. Curtius Latin Literature and the European Middle Ages, p. 51

An experiment



Consilia Obliqua
An experiment

FILIA AGRICOLAE AMAT COLUMBAS.
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